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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The subject of Negro Slavery is calcu- 
lated to excite the deepest interest in every 
heart endued with the best feelings of hu- 
manity; and it is but natural to believe that 
every EngUshman, conscious as he must be 
of the blessiQgs enjoyed imder the most 
liberal Government, in a Land of Freedom, 
would derive much pleasure from the pe- 
rusal of the eloquent Speech delivered by 
Mr. Canning. Under such an impression,, 
and with a view to furnish the PubUc with 
a correct copy of the Address which has 
given such imiversal satisfaction, even in the 
imperfect shape of a newspaper report, the 
PubUsher applied to the Right Honorable 
Secretary for his concurrence in the preseiBit 
publication, a favor which has been granted 
in the kindest manner. 



SPEECH, 



&c. 



In laying these papers on the table for the 
information of the house, it becomes my, duty to 
take a review of the measures which were adopted 
by the house last year for ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the negro slaves, and of the course which 
his Majesty's ministers have pursued in carrying 
those measures into effect. In doing this I will 
postpone till the latter part of my address, that 
branqh of the subject o^ which there may ^xist 
differences of opinjion;, and b^gin with that in 
i^hich the whole house have conci^irred. I wijl 
therefore desire that the clerk shall read the reso- 
lutions to which the house agreed on the 16th of 
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[THE CLERK THEN READ THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS :— 

Resolved^ nemine contradicente^ ^^ That it is expedient 
to adopt effectual and decisive measures for ameliorating 
the condition of the slave population in his Majesty's 
colonies : 

^^ That, through a determined and persevering, but at 
the same time judicious and temperate enforcement of 
such measures, this house looks forward to a progressive 
improvement in the slave population, such as may pre- 
pare them for a participation in those civil rights and 
privileges which are enjoyed by other classes of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects : 

^^ That this house is 'anxious for the accomplishment 
of this purpose at the earliest period that shall be com- 
patible with the well-being of the slaves themselves, with 
the safety of the colonies, and with a fair and equitable 
cooBideration of the interests of private property/'] 

I am desirous that the house should bear in 
mind the text and meaning of thc^e resolutionis^ 
because these, and not any general principles, or 
more widely-spread theory, have been the grounds 
on which his Majesty's ministers have tioken their 
measures. 

Undoubtedly there are few subjects which can 
be approached more calculated to excite awe than 
that on which we are now about to enter. To 
speak of it as one merely of a difficult nature 
would be greatly to undervalue its importance, 
and improperly to describe the difficulties with 



iididG^ it is on all sides encompassed-^^ifficuldes 
which must be obvious to all who approach it, 
but which he who approaches with a view to re- 
medy will find thicken around him at every step, 
firequently leaving him only a choice of evils. 
DiflBcult, however, as it is, it is less so at pre- 
sent than when it first presented itself to the 
attention of the house. At that time we had to 
combat with many objections — to grapple with 
long-established prejudices and predilections, 
which were to toe in a great degree removed 
before any important step could be taken to for- 
ward what all admitted to be necessary-^— the 
amelioration of the condition of the negro slave. . 
What the house resolved last year has consi- 
derably narrowed the question, and I hope I shall 
not be understood as misrepresenting the collec- 
tive sense of the house, on this occasion, when I 
take it to be an admission of the evils of slavery 
in the abstract; that in devising means for the 
gradual remedy of those evils we have to combat 
with objections which time has sanctioned, and 
which tinie alone can remove; that there are 
various ramifications of property connected with 
slavery, and necessarily growing out of it, which 
are to be attentively considered, treated with ten- 
derness and respect, and not swept away at once 
by iaoiy hasty measure. 

- I hope I do not misrepresent the intention of 
the house in agreeing to last yearns resolutions. 
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wben I take k to be that Ihere is^ no* geiiMi 
filling or disp6sitiaD for kfimedkife eamoxatifbi^ 
tion: I hope I do «yt imsr^iesent thesb wbett 
I understaiaid than to h«ve lofdied to ftntd email* 
ci^atioii as the resuJA of gradual and generic 
improvement in the canctitioB oi the $laTQi> 
and not as the consequence of an instarttaaoe- 
ous proclamation of general freedom: — I hoip^ 
I do not misrepresent them when I take thefar 
intention to be^ that his Majesty's advisers^ as 
fidthfuT nfflfiKers ^0fTKe~lRSBe5-ncrf the house, 
lAould, in carrying those wishes into execution^ 
consider not only what is right in theory^ but 
what is best in practice — not only how they may 
do the greatest good^ but how they can do it with 
the least evil. I think I do not misrepresent 
the feelings of the house and the country on 
&is subject^ when I state that^ in any thing 
which has been done on this important subject^ 
tiiere is no mixture of ill feeling towards those 
individuals whose lot is cast in those regions^ 
and that while the house steadily guide themselves 
by those principles favorable to the amelioration 
of the condition of the slave^ they will not drive 
the ploughshare over property so sacred as that 
which they possess* 

These are the principles on which his Mige&ity's 
Government have acted, and upon which they 
wish to be judged* If there are any who think 
that enough has not been done, or that more 
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imghiPliave been dettie m a 4iilK>vter time, I trMt 
they will now idttlte that c^inidn* But I hope 
that I shi^l be able to show that, in any thing 
which has been done^ ministers have been ^ided 
by the prineiple of carrying into effect the in- 
tention of the house tnost efficiently for those 
the amelioration of whose condition is ptoposedi 
and with the least possible injury to those whose 
interests are to be consulted. 

Among all the practical embarrassments attend^ 
ing this question^ this is an obvious one — ^that 
t^re is scarcely an e:xpression or a phrase that 
can be let fall by the responsible advisers 
<rf the Crown which may not be seized by 
one party or the other, and wrested to their 
own purposes. In the outset, then, I will 
declare that I have considered this question 
deeply, ai^ wiUi the utmost impartiality. If I 
have any partial feeling at all, arising from the 
habits of my early life^ it is fisivourable to the 
principle of general abolition; for since I had 
first a seat in this house, I have ever been friendfy 
to the definite question which has been so long 
bd1e>re Parliament. But, most undoubtedly, those 
who are most favourable to tiiat measure have 
always kept out x)i sight this question of total 
abolition which is now introduced. . I do not 
mean to say that I would be guilty of any breach 
of faith towards those who havts formerly o(^sed 
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the abolition ; or that any others who have becto 
equally fiivourable to the abolition of the trade 
would now be inconsistent in avowing their inten- 
tion of abolishing slavery itself: but I must be 
permitted to say^ that the most zealous advocates 
of the abolition of the trade have stu^ously con- 
cealed this which is considered an alarming result 
of the question. When I use the word alarming, 
I do so with reference to the use that may be 
made of it. God fo rbid that I sh ould ever advo- 
cate the principle of permanent slavery! If any 
man were to ask me, am I favourable to the per- 
manent existence of a state of slavery in our 
colonies, I would say no : if any one were to 
ask me, am I favourable to immediate abolition, 
I would instantly reply no : but if I were asked 
which I would prefer, permanent slavery or im- 
mediate abolition, I do not know, imder all the 
circumstances, whether I should not say I would 
prefer things remaining as they are* But we are 
not driven to either of those extremes. Between 
the two there is still debateable ground. I look 
to the result of gradual measures, producing 
gradual improvement, by which not only <he 
individual slave shall be set free, but his sta- 
tion abolished for ever. I view this as I do 
the improvement of those states of Europe that 
once were most barbarous and are now most 
polished. I look to it as a measure of co-opera-^ 
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(ion and concurrence from all parties^- a measure 
that will eventually make its way rather by the 
light of reason than by the power of coercion. 

The papers which I have placed upon the table 
are of two sorts ; the first consists of reports made 
to this Government from some of the West India 
Islands; the other contains explanations of the 
scheme which his Majesty's Ministers have adop* 
ted for carrjring into execution the measures of 
the house of the last session. The first set of 
papers I will pass by for the present^ and come 
to the second. 

Gentlemen are aware, that our West India is- 
lands are divided into two classes, of which by &r 
the smaller portion are under the government of 
the Crown of England, without the intervention 
of any local legislative assembly. The affitirs of 
the other portion are managed by popular assem- 
bUes, formed as miniatures of our ownhere,and not 
a little jealous of aay interference with their pre- 
rogatives or privileges by the Government of this 
country. It is true that the first class of colonies 
are much more easily manlj^ed than the others. 
In one of the papers on this subject, it has been 
suggested that the experiments of amelioration 
should be tried in some of the smaller colonies, 
in the view that if they shoidd be successful they 
might operate as examples for the larger ones. The 
colonies named are Trinidad, St. Lucie, and De- 
merara. I have nuned these in the order in which 
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ImmiQ^e their fanner gfW9imsMmi» htm kfm 
ii^ouffible to th^ pidiiciidje ctf AlK^tion. IVinidMi^ 
a$ h»ymg belonged to this Spanuurdbf ivbo iqM 
moBt finvoumble to it, Iximk ixsii then St. laipie, 
30 liaving hdonged to the French, who ftre intiii» 
next degree favour«2))e to it; and D&oenn, m 
having been tihe colony jc^ the Dutoh, who ave 
the least friendly to the principle. 

First, with respect to Trinidad^ I wiH observe 
Ihat isw&xky years ago I, assisted Jby an homcHsable 
fiiendxif mlue* who h^SVv Uiucta xocc!e%xipon ^khe 
subject than myself, called the attention of the 
Government to tiiiat colony^, and tnlskitted Amo- 
tion to 1^ ef^t tb«t it sfaoidil not jbe j^aeedim 
the flame, footing as tha other ooionm, hut. be re^ 
aerved lor ihe puipose of mdldng jua expeidment 
for 4^e aindltoration of ti:%e condilian of iiie aiUiFes; 
One ftart^of my {^opo^ilaan was^ ihat )the iaap^^ 
tation of «l«\res into Toinidadjthould lie «ntiz^ 
dsaoontinufid* £l^:^;affiLy iibat(matiandiad »xt,1iiQ 
efffictwhich J intended ; ^b»:i^ I wii^ to e^ the iat- 
tentionjof tibe daon&e to thi^f ekenmatance-^tfaal; 
that xnoticai had ih^j$SSi^t of J&eepingrTnnidad ia 
iiiieb aaitnaticm, < that many subsequent jnotions, 
madeibyja<genld€anan jwhoseloss tiie eauntiy has 
to 'deplore, io^obtain for thod^ island what are /CBir* 
leditheiblessings of ibhe jBritish £(»)fltiiution, but 
lidbat .1 .eaU inqiediments to ithe ;ameiicM:atiooi;i of 
the slave population, ufltif€ffmly &iled; joxd to those 
filfiures it is mmigft\^liiam^»A ia bwdw injajstate 
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m m\ask "the expeniSfeBt abonit iio be tried there 
by G€wmxmeat wiU be imed alone, and iinfet- 
lared rby joay legislaiiif^e enactments. 

33ie cauiTfie nHhldi Govenuneflost intend to {»ur- 
sue with respect to the island of Trinidad will 
lie isihown by a reference to an Older in iCouncil, 
cwhich has been sent to tibe locml ^orearmaeiut e£ 
that island, directing it to cany into effect vari- 
es regulaticms for the amdiiocation oiiAie state 
of the slave papulation uader tiueir jurifidiction, 
-from each of cwhlcli rt^mialtons separateiy, and 
i&em, 'the whdie of them ^^oUeddvely, the most 
«an^ine anticipations laf a suceeesful resolit aoe 
entertained. 

I will state shortly^ though in detail, the dkffcc^ 
^it regnlatakms \wfaich it is proposed to inteoduce 
Into the lisland of Trinidad: and I beg the chouse 
4o have the goodness to compare what 1 tshaM 
-i&tate of what lias been done with the statement 
•'vAikAi I made lastyear ofwhat ought to be donei; 
widi:think it will<appear that noaex>f /the points 
iupon which I dwelt on that x»ccasion have been 
^neglected by Government. 

it is ^first charged by the Order m Council ^w 
4t(was the ifirst object alluded to by me4nmy ad- 
>d]?sessdast. session), that the practice, unseemly as 
^eU as ' shocking, of female chastisement by ^the 
««i^hip ^all be abolished. It is but justice to 
say, thatthis regulatian is also recommended in 
^helvesdlutiansipassied by the West India ^^otdy^ki 
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this coun);ry during the course of last year; and 
it is also no more than justice to add, that the co- 
lonists have, in many instances, attended to the 
declaration which the house have made against 
the practice in question. 

The next thing which the Order in Council does, 
is to abolish the use of the whip when applied to 
males as a stimulus to labour — I mean that cruel 
and degrading use of the whip which places the 
labouring slave on the same footing with brute 
aiiimids/ TfielidU8e~wiir^£^^ be- 

tween the use of the whip when it is brandished 
by the driver over the slave in the field, ready to 
be applied to the brute nerves as an incitement 
to labour, and the use of it as an instrument of 
punishment. But even this distinction will, with 
respect to females, exist no longer. With respect 
to males, the use of the whip will still be allowed as 
an instrument of punishment, under certain regu- 
lations, both with respect to the amount of inflic- 
tion and with respect to the time of infliction, for 
the house will readily perceive that the delay of 
the infliction of punishment for some time after 
the commission of the offence is a most important 
circumstance. It is provided that witnesses shall 
be present at the pimishment of a slave, and that 
a record of all punishments shall be kept, by 
which it may be easily ascertained what has been 
done on any particular occasion. With all these 
qualifications, the use of the whip is retained as 
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the means of punishment, but not as a stimulus 
to labour. These alterations at once raise the 
mass of the negro population from the brute 
state to that of man. 

To provide the means of religious instruction 
and worship, is the object which it is sought to 
attain. This object is first in importance, but it 
is, necessarily, n^xt in order to that which I have 
just alluded to, because it is not till the slave 
population are raised in the scale of nature, that 
measures can be taken to establish that from 
which alone all real human dignity as well as hap- 
piness can be derived — ^namely, religious instruc- 
tion. 

It is intended to increase the amount and widen 
the basis of the ecclesiastical establishment in the 
West Indies. The ecclesiastical establishment in 
the West Indies has been founded there, as it 
were, for the benefit of the white population alone. 
I am not stating this as a matter of charge, but 
as a matter of fact. It is now, however, intended 
to extend the bounty of a religious estabUshment 
to the black population also. This establishment 
wiU, in the first instance, be founded on the prin- 
ciples of the national church, but not to the 
exclusion of other denominations of Christians. 
The authority and the discipline will Ve lodged — 
where, according to the constitution, it must be 
lodged — ^in the national church ; but there will 
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be no dispositioii to exclude the hiunbler labour- 
ers under that authority and discipline. 

With religious worship will be combined religi- 
ous instruction. With the details on this pointy it is 
not my business on the present occasion to trou- 
ble the house^ but undoubtedly religious instruc- 
tion is an object of the first importance^ e^s the 
only means of rendering the slave population 
capable of receiving other benefits, and of appre- 
ciating them when they do receive them. And 
here, again, I am bound to do justice to the West 
India body in this country, by declaring that they 
are as anxious for the institution of religious 
instruction, as they are for the abolition of the 
punishment of female slaves. The opinion which 
the West India body have last delivered in favour 
of religious instruction, has been voluntarily acted 
upon in more than one colony. 

After religion and religious instruction, natu- 
rally comes the consideration of those charities of 
life which religion promotes. ITie Order in 
Council strictly enjoins that the local Government 
of Trinidad shall sanction and encourage mar- 
riage. This injunction is in perfect consonance 
with the recommendation of the persons most 
intierested in the colonies resident in this coimtry, 
and it has also received a ready assent in many 
of the colonies themselves. 

(jrowii^g put of the ccmsideration of marriage. 
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atid the other charities of life^ aiid in deference 
to those charities, it is provided that ih all future 
sales — ^I fear I must still use that word— care 
shall be taken not to separate families. In con- 
veying slaves from one property to another, care 
wiU be taken, in fixture, that husband and wife, or 
reputed husband and wife, and parent and child, 
shall not be severed from each other, but shall 
uniformly be taken together. 

The enjoyment of the charities of life, and the 
influence of family ties, will naturally beget a 
desire of property in the mind of the slave. He 
will desire to be completely secured in the pos- 
session of any property which he is at present 
allowed to retain by the force of custom. It is, 
therefore, intended to cause the property of the 
slave, which is now respected by custom, to be 
henceforth respected by law. The possession of 
property will create the desire of bequeathing it 
to others. It is, therefore, enjoined that measures 
shall be taken to secure to slaves the power of 
bequeathing property at their death; audit is 
also proposed to found an institution which, inas-r 
much as it it is a late invention of a country^ far 
advanced in civilization, it will appear singular 
should it be supposed capable of taking root in a 
rude society like that of the West Indies — I mean 
a bank in which the little savings of slaves may 
be accinnulated, with the additional advantages 
that the tie of the law and the over-watching eye 
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of public opinion will continue him in the unmo- 
lested possession of his property until he dies. 

By these measures the slave will be lifted from 
a level with the beast of the fields and take his 
stand amongst the human race. 



*^ Coelmnque taeri 



'' Jussit, et erectos ad sidera toUere vultus." 

After bestowing upon the slave population the 
endearments of family connections, and the bless- 
ings of property, it becomes necessary to advert 
to a subject which is surrounded with many 
practical diflficulties — I mean the question of the 
admissibility of the evidence of slaves in courts 
of justice. It would be as wild to say that the 
evidence of blacks should be indiscriminately 
admitted in all cases, as it would be unjust to 
exclude it in all cases. In this country, a person 
in the situation of a slave, — I do not mean politi- 
cally, but morally — I allude to an infant, whose 
mind is supposed to be not sufficiently expanded 
by age — ^is not permitted to give evidence with- 
out the production of some certificate of its fitness 
to do so. It would be improper to admit the evi- 
dence of blacks without a similar guard. This 
has led to the grave consideration, that i^ will be 
eminently useful that those persons who are to 
have the instructing care of the negroes shall 
have it in their power to certify, not with respect 
to a particular case in which the evidence of a 
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slave may be wanted, but generally, that such and 
such slaves have made such advances in civiliz- 
ation as to be cognizant of the nature of an oath. 
It is advised that a register of such slaves shall be 
kept, constituting, as it were, a privileged class, 
and forming what is the spring of aU human ac- 
tion, something like an object of ambition to their 
fellow slaves. Under this arrangement, the com- 
petency of a slave to give evidence will not be 
judged by subjecting him to an examination, to 
ascertain his fitness at the moment when his evi- 
dence is wanted, but it will be known at once, 
when a slave is proposed as a witness on a trial, 
whether he is one of that class whose evidence 
has been certified to be admissible, not with re- 
spect to the particular case on which he is called, 
but in consequence of his general demeanour. 
It is no more than doing what is just, to state that, 
under certain qualifications, the evidence of slaves 
is already admitted in the courts of justice in the 
islands of Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St. 
Christopher. On this point, as on others to which 
I have adverted, many of the colonies have volun- 
tarily acted upon the recommendation of that 
most respectable society, the West India body in 
this country. 

I will at this part of my address also state that, 
in consequence of the recommendation of the. 
West India body, several of the colonies have 
placed such facilities in the way of manumission 



M are calcnlated to remove mBeay ct ^it cfon^ 
plaints on that subject. The question of Hlamu-* 
mission is alluded to in the Oi^der in Council^ and 
^ is distinctly prescribed^ that a negro wIk^ has 
acquired sufficient prc^rty shall, under certain 
guards and regulations, be entitled f^ purehAse 
his own freedom, or that cf his children. 

I have now stated the general outline of the 
provisions which are made in the Order in Coun- 
cil, and which the Govenmicnt oi Trinidad • will 
be compeBed to enforce, for tte am^^IioraCion of 
the condition of the slave poptdaf ion of that 
island. I know that with respect to the BaSt point, 
—namely,manumission— great prejudice prevails. 
I eon far from saying that it is not a very pei^ex- 
ing question, but it is very important to know 
that the practice already prevails to a great extent 
in St. Kitt's, and is ateo in usage at Trinidad ; 
and I feel bound to say, that no^ regulation ought 
to he ce«isidered as impittctJcable> when it shall 
appear that its spirit has, even in a single instance/ 
been voluntarily enforced in the colonies. It is 
astonishing how nrnch good may be done by as- 
sembHng into one point, and bringing to bear on 
one society, all the beneficial regulations which 
are scattered through all the different colonies. 
And whilst I admit, on the one hand, that the 
existence of those beneficial regulations is an 
answer, pregnant and eloquent, to the declamatkm 
which has been heard about the general negl^ 



23 

ftBd abfl^udonmeiU^ of the negroes by the West 
India society, I must, on the other hand, contend 
tiiat people in this country, who, on account of 
t^eir distance from the colonies are compelled to 
look at them through the eyes of others, can 
never get so good an authority for their proceed- 
ings, as the fact that what th.ey wish to recommend 
is already found to be voluntarily adopted there. 

I will now recapitulate the objects which Go- 
vernment propose to effect with respect to the 
island of Trinidad: — 

The abolition of the use of the whip, with 
regard to females, entirely ; 

The discontinuance of the use of the whip, 
applied as a stimulus, to males in the field ; 

Restrictions on the infliction of punishment 
by tiie lash ; 

A religious establishment and religiouis in* 
struction ; 

And, in order to give time for the acquire;- 
ment of that instruction, the abolition of the 
markets and of slave labour on the Sunday ; 
The enjoyment of marriage among the slaves; 
The keeping together of families of slaves ; 
The securing to slaves the enjoyment of pro- 
perty, and the right to distribute it at their death ; 
The admissibility of the evidence of slav^$ 
under certain regulations ; 
^ And, lastly. The right of the slave to purchase 
bis own i^odom, or that of his qhildreri. 
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These are the results which are propGfaed to be 
produced by the Order in Council. Such is the 
example which Government are disposed to set 
with respect to the island of Trinidad ; and it is 
hoped that other colonies will follow this example 
when they find that they can do so without the 
apprehension of danger. 

I am aware that with respect to the last point 
alluded to in the Order in Council — ^the right of 
slaves to purchase their own freedom or that of 
their children — Government have gone beyond 
the general assent of the West India body, whilst 
they have fallen very short of the desires of some 
persons. I know very well that an honorable 
gentleman opposite [Mr. Buxton] last year stated 
that he was disposed to go a shorter way to work, 
and to enact the emancipation of a particular race 
of slaves. I have turned that subject in my mind 
with the most painful anxiety ; and I feel bound 
to declare that, with the most sincere desire to 
come to a conclusion most convincing to myself, 
and most favorable to the cause of humanity, I 
cannot concur in the honorable member's propo- 
sition. If it were carried into eflfect, it would be 
productive of the greatest injury, not only to the 
white population, but also to the blacks themselves. 
[iWr. Buxtrni here observed across the table, that 
he (mly proposed to emancipate the children of the 
existing slaves. "] The honorable member is not 
disposed to emancipate the existing generation of 
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slaves. Certainly not. To let in the full light of 
freedom upon eyes scarcely loosened from the 
scales of bondage^ would indeed be going too far. 
The negro would view the freedom which was 
presented to him as an uninstructed infant views 
objects of desire, without the possibility of calcu- 
lating the distance which separates it from them. 
I believe that it would be extremely unwise to 
hold out the hope of emancipation to the next 
generation of negroes. It could do no good^ and 
it would only create dissatisfaction in the minds 
of the existing race. To them it would render 
present existence intolerable, and the expectation 
of the future a subject of regret. Would it not 
be galling to the parent to know that his child 
was destined to enjoy the inestimable blessing of 
liberty, for which he himself must sigh in vain ? 
The course which Government propose to pursue 
is much wiser, viewed with reference to the ope- 
ration of moral causes, namely, to make the parent 
the instrument of the emancipation of his child, 
if he have the power, and choose to exercise it, 
of giving freedom to his offspring. If the rising 
generation should be taken under the special pro- 
tection of the legislature, in the way which the 
honorable member proposes, parents would look 
upon their children with feelings, I will not say 
of envy, but which would be any thing but those 
which parents ought to entertain. 

By the course wJiich Grovernment have pre-t 
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scribed, freedom, when it does come, will come, 
as every good thing in this world does come to 
human nature, by endeavours honest and successful, 
and by laborious exertions — haudfacilem esse viam. 
The diflBculty with which great objects are attained 
is the best corrective of ambitious desires. 

I am fully persuaded that freedom, when ac 
quired under the regulations prescribed by Go- 
vernment, will be a safer and a more stable 
pleasure, than if "^it were the gift of a sudden 
enactment. We must deal with the negro as with 
a person possessing sense, but the sense only of an 
infant ; and, before he is prepared for the enjoy- 
ment of well-regulated liberty, to turn him wild 
in the fulness of his physical strength, in the ma- 
turity of his physical passions, and in the infancy 
of his uninstructed reason, would be to imitate the 
man who is described in the romance which was 
published some time back, who constructed a hu- 
man form with limbs of more than mortal mould, 
into which he infused passions and strength which 
was to it only the power of doing mischief; but, 
being unable to impart to it a soul, he found that 
he had created only a savage giant, from which he 
himself recoiled with horror. That would be the 
effect of sudden and unprepared emancipation. I 
therefore would proceed gradually, because I would 
proceed safely. I know that there are those who 
agree with me in opinion, but go beyond me in 
my enthusiasm, and who say that my plan will 
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require time. Take timel-^to be sure it will — ^to 
be sure it should — ^to be sure it must! What! have 
we to deal with a creation of yesterday- — ^with a 
thing which has grown up in our time— of which 
we have watched the gi'owth, measured the extent, 
and ascertained the means of managing? No; we 
have to deal with a thing which is of the growth 
of centuries^ and tens of centuries — ^which is almost 
coeval with the deluge — which has existed, under 
more or less modifications, since man was man» 
Do they, in the fulness of their passion for legis- 
lation^ think that after only thirty years' discussion, 
they can now manage the most unmanageable 
perhaps of all subjects ? 

It is necessary to proceed gradually to remedy 
the evils of slavery, and to watch with an anxious 
yet patient eye the progress of the experiment 
from beginning to end. This leads me to observe, 
that the system which I have brought under the 
consideration of the house, will be applied in the 
island of St. Lucia as well as in the island of 
Trinidad, with this exception, that in the latter 
case the machinery by which it will be applied 
will be Spanish, and in the former it will be French. 
It is also intended that the system shall be subse- 
quently applied to Demerara. I may be asked 
what effect the measures which Government have 
adopted will have on the other West Indian 
islands which have received the communication 
of the wishes of Parliament in a spirit which Js 
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certainly any thing bnt oonoiliatory* I may b0 
Called upon to state what will be my mode of 
dealing with them^ and how I will bring them to 
second my views. If it were possible, on a subject 
involving so many important consequences, to 
nourish a feeling of irritation at the manner in 
which the Grovemment, and more particularly 
myself as a member of that Government, have 
been treated by some of the West Indian islands, 
I might have a desire to resort to something like 
measures of vengeance. But I entertain no suck 
feeling — I should think it most unwise to do so« 
In the ebullition of spirit, for I will call it nothing 
more, which has taken place on the other side of 
the water, I see much to condemn, something to 
excuse, nothing to punish. 

There are three possible modes in which Par- 
liament might deal with the Assembly of the island 
of Jamaica — ^first, it might crush them by the ap» 
plication of direct force ; secondly, it might harass 
them by legislative enactments respecting fiscal 
and navigation regulations ; and thirdly, it might 
mark its displeasure by a silent course of admo* 
nition. I am for trying the la^ of these modes 
first ; I hope I shall never have occasion to try the 
second; and with respect to the first, I will only 
say that it must be a question of real necessity, 
and not one arising out of a feeling of wounded 
pride, which would induce me to moot the question 
of the transcendent powers of Parliament over 
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every part of the empire. This is a question which 
ought to be kept back within the penetraMa of the 
constitution, to be brought forward only when it 
is necessary to oppose, as it were, the plaguie oi 
insurrection. It would be very easy to select, 
from the files of the Jamaica Gazette, passages 
which ought, according to all legitimate inference, 
to put Parliament in a most towering passion- 
But I must confess that, upon considering th? 
subject, my rising indignation is cahned by r^ 
fleeting how powerless the body is that offers the 
insult, and how omnipotent the body is to whom 
the insult is offered. The consciousness of strengi^ 
disarms vengeance, and I may say with the great 
moral poetv--- 

. ** Quos ego — Sed motos prsstat componere fluctas.** 

If there is any gentleman in the Jammca House 
of Assembly who hai determined within himself 
to cstabJiBh his popularity by q^^posing what he 
would call the encaKMtchments of the mother 
country, and has begun to prepare himself for the 
task, by conning over the speeches of Washington 
aaod Franklinr-4f th^ve is any young statesman of 
Jamaica who hJsusi thus worked himself into this 
state <rf desperation, he will be disappointed oi 
an opportunity for the display of his patriot 
ardmir. 

Barliam«ttt will aet wisely by telling the pipopte 
in the W^st lAdiiin islaiads^ ^' You sh^ hi^va w 
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cause of complaint ; if you will be angry, it shall 
be on the colonial question ; and if you rebel, it 
shall be in behalf of the use of the whip.*' That 
will be the best way to stop the eloquence of the 
patriots of Jamaica. If Parliament do not add 
fuel to the flame, the fire itself will soon go out. 

When the refi'actory colonies come to know that 
it is not the intention of Government to send out 
commissioners to control them, or an army to 
overawe them, I have no doubt that the spirit 
which has been stirred up there will subside, and 
that they will consider with calmness, and ulti- 
mately adopt the regulations which Government 
intend to enforce in the island of Trinidad and 
other places. Indeed, when the situation of the 
West Indian islands is considered, with St. Do- 
mingo on one side, and Coliunbia on the other, 
and surrounded by Trinidad^ St. Lucia, and 
Demerara, it is impossible that they can long 
resist the example which is held up to them of 
ameliorating the condition of the slave popu- 
lation. 

So far from government entertaining any 
hostile feeling towards Jamaica, it proposes -that 
that island shall especially participate in the ad- 
vantage of the new ecclesiastical establishment 
which is to be sent to the West Indies. It is de- 
termined that that establishment shall be divided 
between the island of Jamaica and the Leeward 
Islands : each being made the residence of a See. 
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The new ecclesiastical establishment will not be 
attended with any demand on the finances of the 
islands. I will not trouble the house with a 
detail of the expenses of the new establishment, 
but will content myself with stating that those 
expenses will, in the first five years, be defi-ayed 
out of the interest of the sum which my right 
honorable fi'iend the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has announced his intention of appropriating to 
the building of churches. It will probably be 
some years before any part of that sum will be 
employed for the purposes for which it will be 
votedr and, during that time, the interest upon it 
can be applied to defi^ay the expense of the eccle- 
siastical establishment in the West Indies: and 
when the money begins to be applied to the 
building of churches, the expenditure wiU be gra- 
dual, and therefore the diminution of interest wiU 
be gradual. But when no support for the West 
Indian ecclesiastical establishment can be longer 
derived from the sum to be set apart for the 
building of churches, Parliament wiU be saved the 
necessity of making any new grant by the gracious 
resolution of his Majesty to abstain fi'om any 
further distribution of the 4i Barbadoes duties, in 
order that that fund may b6 devoted to the main- 
tenance of the new ecclesiastical establishment. 

Having been much more desirous of putting 
the house in possession of the principles on which 
Government have acted, and of the plans whicl^ 
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they have formed^ IhBXk oi stiiring up angry 
feelings^ mad exciting the passionfl^ I will abstain 
entirely from all general reflections on the very 
interesting and painful topic to which the atten- 
tion of the country and of tiie colonies is 
thoroughly awakened. 

I will conjure those gentlemen who may be 
expected to take a part hCk the discussion of the 
question from motiTcs of personal interest^ as 
well a$ those who may.be expected to take a part 
in it from motives which are deara: to them than 
any considerations of interest can, be^ to abstwi 
from any conflict in thii^ house^ by which the fin-- 
tunes and lives of a large <ilass of his Majesty^s 
subjects in the CQlcmies would be put in jeopardy. 
Tlie debates in this house are read with the deep- 
est interest in the colonies^ and ihe effect which 
any unguarded ex{^r6ssiotis would pr<Hluee on the 
black populatiQii ther^ can oniy be known by 
those who^ &Qm living on the spot^ are senrible 
of the alienation which the difference of colour 
produces in Ihe two classes of tive population; 
I beg gentlemen to consider that it is a subject 
on which it is impossible for any di^ee of do- 
quence to be ex^^iied with success* Members of 
this house who are conaec^^ed with petsons whose 
aU is involved in the W^est Indiaai colonies^ wiU 
not allow 'thesiuselves to be caiaied away by the 
exaggerated irtatemen^s which' might produce 
great efi^t un^l; diflS^ijejit iHiicumdb 
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It is impossible to effect any amelioration of 
the condition . of the slave> except throtigfa Ibe 
means of the planter. To stir up discontent be- 
tween them would raise a fiame which could only^ 
be extinguished in blood. 

If any measure should be proposed for the aihe- 
UorflftioH of the condition of the slave population 
in tke.colonieSy in a spirit of moderation^ Govem- 
meiA will n^lUligly give it its support. 

I will not detain the house by entering into any 
fi(Krther details xeiqiecting the measures which 
GdTtcarlipient have adopted^ and neither will I i6in 
agdinsf my own precept by diverging into genera) 
AbserVatkxEBSk There is, however, connected withf 
that state &om which Government are endeavour-^ 
hig to rescue so large a portion of our fellow- 
(ftpeatiures^ tibe consideration of the inhuman ta'affii^ 
hy TtMch the^ ate brought into^ their j^reseht eon-' 
ditkHl^ and for the total abolition of whi<!hv as &r 
a» rc^lds . tfaits aonntiy and her colonies, the 
frtende.of hniittmity iure indebted to' the ex-er^ 
tiomp. df the honorable giehtleman oppbsite [Mr/ 
Wabetforce]. i . , ,., , ,j 

I am: perfeetfly convinced tihat the sIaTe4a»der 
is entitdy abo&heed with respect to dor colonies J 
I kiterte tbat> olfier persoiis entertain i. different 
dptcdoki i but having made tiie moBt anxious in^ 
i^uiries' on thev subject^ I feel myself ' perfectty( 
competent to say that, witii respect M't^ieBKtishr 
Wdst India ialim^ the proMbitiM^ «g»itift the 
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ihtroductioh of slaves is effectually and sacredly 
observed. But it is perfectly true that the intro^ 
duction of slaves into foreign colonies continues 
to an enormous extent. 

All the efforts of this country to procure the 
active co-operation of other Powers, to put an 
end to the traffic in slaves, have been ineffectuaL 
Among the plans which have been suggested 
for the purpose of putting a stop to that horrible 
traffic, it has been advised that all persons guilty of 
slave-trading should be obnoxious to capture, not 
only by the vessels of their own country, but by 
those of every otiier Power — ^in other words, that 
the slave-trade should be declared piracy. A good 
deal of misapprehension, however, prevails upon 
this point. It was supposed at the Congress of 
Verona, that it was competent for an assembly of 
sovereigns to declare the slave-trade a piratical 
offence, and thereby to make the individuals en- 
gaged in it amenable to national law. This wag 
a complete mistake. England is the last country 
in the world to admit that any congress of sove- 
reigns can constitute a law, universal in its ope- 
ration, on states which have not been a party to 
it. The only way, then, that seems to be left for 
effecting the desired object is, for eacl^ state to 
declare slave-trading to be a piratical act, and 
liable to the same punishments as what in England 
is ctilled^ statutable piracy. 
' The-Bjitibsh GovernmentMv^ <^ propose to 
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iSke Governments of the United States and France, 
that they should give by treaty the right, of mu- 
tual visit and searcli in eases of suspected piracy; 
but the house will not be surprised, considering 
the many sore points of maritime law and national 
pride which such a proposition must touch, that it 
was not very warmly received. By France it was 
rejected altogether ; but I am happy to infonn 
the house that, not many days since, a treaty has 
been signed by the ambassador of the United 
States on the part of his country, and by me on 
the part of this country, which authorizes a vessel 
of either nation to detain that of the other if it 
should be detected in carrying on the traffic in 
slaves ; provided, however, that both countries 
shall have established the same sanction with 
pespect to the nature of the crime. 

The United States have, by law, cast the penalty 
of jriracy upon the American slave trade. Pur- 
suing the same principle, I mean to move for leave 
to bring in a biU, to change the punishment 
already provided for British subjects convicted of 
the crime, into piracy ; and to render that altera- 
tion complete, as a preliminary to the ratification 
and adoption of that condition and agreement by 
which America and Great Britain have determined 
to act against the slave trade, not only each of 
their own, but each of the other nation. 

This is not the time nor the opportunity to 
enter into an explanation of the details of the 
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arrangements entered into between Great Britam 
and the United States. Those who recollect 
the great and insurmountable difficulties which 
have hitherto obstructed the completion of any 
definitive arrangements between the maritdme 
powers of these Governments^ must rejoice to 
find that in this instance they are eventually ad-r 
justed; there ^e, on both sid^s^ points of dignity 
reserved^ boundaries of maritime law unbroken, 
matters kept open for revision and reccacusiderarr 
tion upon other occasions ; but upon the question 
of the slave trade^ the powers are mutually coni- 
plete-T-they are defined^ ample, and effectual*^ 
Each has reserve4 the administration of its owtk 
national law for the punishment of ita own bvAjm 
jects^ though the capture of either is to be commofa 
to both: For instance, if an American diip 
aihould capture a British alave-rtrader, (and God 
forbid she should not if such an one oould be 
found!) she is to remit the captured vessel to 
the nearest ship of war of her own nation^ or to 
her nearest native maritime port, for final adjudi-. 
cation. Each country has, by this arrangement, 
saved for herself the administration of her owtt 
laws, and avoided the difficulty of confotuading 
inter-national jurisprudence. I trust that the 
realization of this arrangement will not be the 
termination of its benefits ; for when Europe see 
the two greatest maritime nations in the world so 
far compromise thteir maritime. pride, aad act to^* 
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gether for the accomplishment of such a purpose^ 
they must feel that, in the future discussions for 
the universal abolition of the slave trade, the 
imited remonstrance of such powers wiU receive 
no small force, and form, and character, in bring- 
ing others to think with them upoii the necessity 
of coming to a common understanding, to support 
that true, virtuous, and beneficent confederacy, 
for the total abolition of the slave trade. 

I thank the house for the patience with which 
they have heard me, and conclude by moving for 
leave to bring in a bill for the more effectual 
suppression of the African slave-trade. 

[Leave granted^ 
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ORDER IN COUNCIL. 



1. 

W HEREAS it is necessary that provision should be made 
for the religious instruction of the slaves in his Majesty's 
island of Trinidad, and for the improvement of their 
condition. And whereas the Procurator Syhdfo of th^ 
Cahildo of the town of Port of Spain, in the ssdd island 
hath hitherto performed the duties of the office of pro- 
tector and guardian of slaves in the said island, and it is 
expedient that the said office should be more fiilly esta- 
blished, and that the duties thereof should be more clearly 
Hscertained, and that provision should be made for the 
support thereof. Be it therefore, and it is hereby ordered 
by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 1^ 
advice of his Privy Council, that the ProcurtMloi* Syndic 
of the Cabildo of the town of Port of Spain aforesaid shaJli 
be and he is hereby confirmed in his said office of pro^ 
Sector and guardian of slaves. And that as sueh protector 
and guardian of slaves he shall receive and be paid, at 
the time and in the manner hereinaf6er mentioned, aadt 
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salary as his Majesty shall be pleased to appoint; and 
that such salary shall commence from and after the 24th 
day of Jmie, in the present year of our Lord^ 1824; and 
that on or before that day^ if possible^ or if not then^ so 
soon afterwards as conveniently may be^ the said pro- 
tector and guardian of slaves shall appear before the Go- 
vernor, or acting-governor for the tim^ being, of the said 
island, and in his presence shall take and subscribe an 
oath in the following words, that is to say — 

** I, A. B., do swear that I will, to the best of my 
knowledge and ability, fidthfully execute and perform the 
duties of the office of protector and guardian of slaves in 
the '^island of Trinidad, without fear, favour, or partiality 
— So help me God." 

Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby ordered. That 
iiotibing herein contained shall extend to prevent his 
Majesty from disimiting the office of protector and guar- 
•dian of slaves from the office of Procurador Syndic afore- 
^d^ and from i^pointing a distinct and separate officer 
to act as^ and be the protector and guardian of slaves in 
jcase his Majesty shall see fit so to do. 

2. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that the said protec- 
'tor and guardian of slaves shall establish and keep an 
office in the town of Port of Spain m the said island, and 
^hall ri^ularly attend at such office on such days, and 
•during such hours of the day, as the Governor or acting- 
l^ovemor of the said colony, by any general or special 
x>rders to be by him from time to time issued, may ap- 
•point; and shall at such office, and not elseiwhere, keep, 
deposit, and preserve the several records, books, papers, 
^d writings, hereinafter directed to be kept by him. 
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3. 

And it is further ordered^ that the said protector and 
guardian of slaves shall not be the owner or proprietor of 
any plantation situate within the said island^ or of any 
slayes or slave employed or worked upon any plantation^ 
or in any kind of agriculture^ and shall not have any share 
or interest in^ or any mortgage or securityupon^ any such 
plantation^ slaves^ or slave; and shall and is hereby de- 
clared to be incompetent to act as^ or be the manager^ 
overseer^ agent^ or attorjaey^ of^ for^ or upon any plantar 
tion or estate within the said island^ or to act as the 
guardian^ trustee^ or executor of any person or persons, 
having, or being entitled to, any such plantation, or any 
slaves or slave ; and in case any such protector and guar- 
dian of slaves within the said island shall hav^ acquire^ 
hold, or possess,, either in his own right, or in right of his 
wife, or in trust for any other persons or person, any plan- 
tation situate within the said island, or any slaves or 
slave employed or worked upon any plantation, or in any 
kind of agriculture, or any share or interest in, or any 
mortgage or security upon, any such plantation, or slaves 
or slave \ or shall act as such manager, overseer, agent, 
attorney, guardian, trustee, or executor as aforesaid, be 
shall thenceforth, defactOy cease to be such protector and 
guardian of slaves as aforesaid, and forfeit such his salary, 
and some other fit and proper person shall forthwith be 
appointed to succeed to the said office. Provided never- 
theless, that all acts which may be done by, or by the 
order of, any suich protector and gu^dian of slaves, aftei; 
any such avoidance as aforesaid of such his office, and 
before the same shall by public notice in the Gazette of 
Hie said island be declared void, shall be as valid and effec- 
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tual in the law as if no such avoidance of office had 
occurred. 

■ 4. 

And it is fiitther ordered^ that the said protector and 
guardian of slaves shall be resident within the said island, 
and shall not quit the same without a special license td be 
granted for that purpose by his Mdjesty, through one of 
Ws principal Secretaries of State, or by the Governor, or 
acting-governor, for the time being, of the said island 5 
i|ijid no such licence shall in any case be granted for any 
time excieeding three months, nor shall a&y such licence 
be giranted by any such Governor, or acting-governor as 
BJTotesaid, unless it shall be made to appear to him, on the 
oath of some medical practitioner, that such absence is 
necessary for the recovery of the health of the said pn>- 
tector and guardian of slav^. 

6. 

Aki> it is fiirther ordered, that upon tibe death or teiig^ 
nation cS the said protector and guardian of slaves, or in 
fhe event of his sickness, or ot^er bodily Or mental inca-> 
pacity, or during his temporary absence from the said 
idand, it shall be lawful for the Governor or acting-^ 
governor to nominate and Itj^mt some other fit and 
pn^)et person to act as the deputy for the said protector 
tod guardian of slaves, until his Majesty's pleasure shall 
be known : and the said deputy shall receive such allow- 
ance, to be deducted from and out of the salary of the said 
protector and guardian of slaves as the Governor, o# 
acting-governor for the time being, of the tmd island^ 
shall be pleased to appoint. Provided always, that no 
persons shall be appointed or be competent to act as such 
deputy as aforesaid who, according to the provisions of 
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tMs order^ would be incompetent to act as the protector 
and guardian of slaves. Provided also^ that the protector 
and gnarflian of slaves in the said island shall at all tifnes 
peiform his duty in person^ and not by deputy, e^fccepl 
only in cases in which the Governor or acting-governor 
of die said island is herdnbefdre authorized to appoint a 
deputy fbr that purpose. 

' And it is hereby iurtiier ordered^ that the said protee* 
tor and guardian of slaves shall bey and he is hereby 
declared to be, a magistrate in and for the said island of 
Trinidad, and all «udi pov/ers and ' authorities^ of whal 
tiaturisi <yr kind silver, as are now by law vested in Uie 
cmnmandants of the several quarters of the said island^ 
for the maiilteiiance of the public peace and good order^ 
shall be, and the same are hereby, vested in the said pro^ 
t)ector or guardian of slaves, to be by him exercised 
throughout each and every quarter of the said island. 

7. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that the comman- 
dants of the several quarters within the s^d island shall 
be, and they ajre hereby declared to be, assistant protec- 
tors and guardians of slaves, in their several and respective 
quarters ; and the said comi^kndants shall, and are hereby 
required, in their several and respective quarters, to be 
aiding and assisting the protector and guardian of slaves 
In the execution of the powers hereby committed to him; 
and for that purpose to obey and carry into execution 
such lawfiil instructions as tliey may from time to time 
receive from him^ about or in relation to the matters hereiii 
mentioned, or any of them^ 
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8. 

And it is hereby fiirdier ordered^ that in all actiom^ 
suits^ and prosecutiong, which may at any time hereafter 
be brought or commenced in any tribonal or court of jus- 
tice within the said isknd, wherein any skve may be 
charged with any offence pimishable by death or trans- 
portation^ or wherein any question may arise as to the 
right of any alledged slave to freedom, or wherein any 
person may be charged with the murder of any slave, 
or with any offence against the person of any slave, or 
wherein any question may arise respecting the right of 
any slave to any such property as he or she is hereinafter 
declared competent to acquire ; then and in every such 
case such notice shall be given to the protector and guar- 
dian of slaves, of every such action, suit, or prosecution, 
as, according to the law of the said island, would be. given 
to the said slave, if he or she were of free condition. Ajid 
the protector and guardian of slaves shall, and is hereby 
required to attend the trial or hearing, and all other the 
proceedings in every such action, suit, or prosecution, as 
the protector of such slave, and on his or her behalf, and 
to act therein in such manner as may be most conducive 
to the benefit and advantage of any such slave. 

9. 

And whereas his Majesty hath been graciously pleased 
to intimate his intention to make effectual provision for 
the religious instruction of the slaves in the said island of 
Trinidad ; and it will be proper and necessary, so soon as 
such his Majesty's intentions can be carried into effect, 
that Sunday markets should be utterly abolished through- 
out the said island. Be it therefore, and it is hereby 
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farther orda^d, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
Governor, or acting-governor for the time being, of the 
said island, and he is hereby required, in obedience to any 
instruction which may for that purpose be issued by his 
Majesty, through one of his principal Secretaries of State, 
to issue a proclamation, in his Majesty's name, for the 
discontinuance of all markets tlu*oughout the said island 
on the Sunday ; and so soon as such proclamation shall 
have been issued, all Simday markets shall forthwith cease, 
and be absolutely unlawful ^ and in any such proclamation, 
the said Governor or acting-govemor shall and may, and 
is hereby aut}iorized to make all such rules and regulations 
fis may be necessary for the effectual suppression of such 
markets, and to impose such penalties as maybe requisite 
for giving effect to any such rule& and r^ulations» And 
whereas a certain proclamation or ordinance was, on the 
16th day of November, 1823, issued by the Governor of 
the sud island of Trinidad, whereby it was and is ordered 
and declared, ^^ That from and after the first dajTof De- 
cember then next, the market holden in the tow:^ of the 
Port of Spain, for the^ sale of meat, vegetables, and other 
provisions, on Sundays, and all other markets to be holden 
on the Sabbath day throughout the island, should be li- 
mited to the hour of ten o'clock ui the forenoon, and that 
due warning should be given by the ringing of a bell at 
half-past nine o'clock, to all persons to prepare to depart; 
and that from and after the hour of ten in the forenoon, 
iK> person or persons whatsoever shall remain therein, or 
^publicly show forth or expose for sale any meat, poultry, 
vegetables, provisions, fruits, herbs, wares, merchandise, 
goods, or effects, on the Lord's day, after the hour of ten 
o'clock aforesaid, upon pain that every person guilty of a 
disobedience or nonconformance of this Order shall forfeit 
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the goods and effects so exposed for sale; or^ on rising tci 
quit the place^ fiDirfeit the sum of ten idullings. And it !» 
by the said ordinance further ordered, thai if any person or 
persons shall offend in these preni]ae8> it abaU be^lawful &r 
the chief of the police^ or his assistanta^. or the elerk of the 
market, or any alquacil or confltable^ and they ace re^ee^ 
tively thereby required to seize the goods e:2q>osed for inde^ 
and cause them to be taken before any judge or magistrate 
or any regidor of the cabildot^ who upon view of such 
goods so exposed shall order thq same to be sold forthwith^ 
imd the proceeds thereof to be applied and diiqposed of an 
follows: that is to say^ one-third to the informar^ and the 
remainder to such pious or charitable purposes, and incrueh 
manner^ as the magistrate or justice ordering the sale shall 
detemune. And it is by such ordinance further orda^^ 
that, in like manner, any persooi refusing ta.qnit the 
market-^place may be apprehended by the authorities 
aforesaid, who are authorised and reqidred to demand the 
penalty thereinbefore provided; and^ in de&ult of pay- 
ment, to commit the o&nder for twenty hours' imprison* 
ment. And it is by the said ordinance provided, that 
nothing therein ccmtained shall extend to the prcdubitioii 
of dressing or selling meats in inns or victualling houses^ 
nor to the sale of fish at the fish-house, provided the same 
do not take place during the hours appointed and set apart 
for divine service. And it is by the said ordinance noticed 
and set forth, that the limitation tha'cinbefore declared^ 
respecting the markets to be holden on Sundays, may qi^ 
^ord sufficient time for the sale of the articles and pro*- 
visions necessary for the eonsun^tion of the inhabitaota; 
and it is therefore thereby ordered that Hxursday be also 
a market-day, on which free persons are invited to attend^ 
so as to lessen the number of persons resorting to ^ 



• 



49 



matket oh SvtttiB,f$y #hich is ^spi^efally retaih^ for the 
due and reasonable encouragement of the slare population 
in habits of industry ; and as it may not occasionally be 
inconvenient for pi^oprietors to permit their slaves to 
bring the produce of their labour to market on another 
day thsu^ Sunday, the day of Thursday in each week is 
thereby declared to be a market-day in future. And it is 
by the said ordinance further ordered, that when, and so 
soon as the same may be found practicable, the market on 
Sunfdays will be further limited to the hoi!ir of nine in the 
forenoon of the said day.'* And whereas it is expedient 
that the said Order or Proclamation, of thie 16th of Novem- 
ber, 1823, should' continue and be in force throughout tltie 
s^d island, in tlie mean time, and until such proclama- 
tion as^ afoi^iesaid glhall be issued for t^e absolute and total 
abolition of Sunday markets. Be it, therefore, and it is 
hereby ordered, that the said ordinance or proclamation, of 
the f6th of November, 1823, shall be, and the same is 
hereby confirmed. And that the said! ordinance shall be 
And continue in force within the said island, imtil a pro- 
clamation shall be issued in manner aforesaid, for the 
total abolition of Sunday markets therein. 

10. 

And it is hereby fiirther ordered, that if any pierson 6t 
persons within the said island shall Work or employ any 
slave, at any time between the time Of sunset on any 
Saturday, and sunrise on any Monday, or shall, during 
that period, procure, induce, or compel any slave to 
perforni or engage in any labour, for the profit or advahtjEige 
of his or her owner, manager, or employer, the person or 
persons so oflFending shall incur and become liable to a 
fine nol^ exceeding fifty, nor less than five dollars. Pro- 

G 
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yided nevertheless^ that nothing herem contamed shall 
extend, or be construed to extend, to any work or labour 
which any slave may perform on Sunday in the necessary 
attendance upon the person, or in the family, of his or her 
owner or employer ; or in the necessary and unavoidable 
preservation of the cattle or live stock upon any plan- 
tat on. 

11. 

And it is further ordered and declared, that it is and 
shall henceforth be illegal for any person or persons 
within the said island of Trinidad, to carry any whip, cat, 
or other instrument of the like nature while superintending 
the labour of any slaves or slave in or upon the fields or 
cane-pieces upon any plantation within the said island^ 
or to use any such whip, cat, or other instrument, for the 
purpose of impelling or coercing any slaves or slave to 
perform any labour of any kind or nature whatever, or to 
carry or exhibit upon any plantation, or elsewhere, any 
such whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, as 
a mark or emblem of the authority of the person or persons 
so carrying or exhibiting the same over any slaves or 
slave; and in case any person or persons shall carry any 
whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature while 
superintending the labour of any slave or slaves in or upon 
any plantation or cane-piece within the said island, or 
shall use any such whip, cat, or other instrument as 

• 

aforesaid, for the purpose of impelling or coercing any 
slave or slaves to perform any labour of any kind or 
nature whatsoever ; or shall carry or exhibit upon any 
plantation, or elsewhere, any such whip, cat, or other 
instrument, as aforesaid, as a mark or emblem of their, 
his, or her authority over any slave or slaves, the person 
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or persons so offending^ and each and every person who 
shall or may direct, authorize, instigate, procure, or be 
aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal driving, 
or use, or exhibition of any such whip, cat, or other in- 
strument as aforesaid, shall be, and be deemed, adjudged, 
and taken to be, guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 
thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as is 
hereinafter provided. 

12. 

And it is further ordered and declared, that it is and 
shall henceforth be illegal for any persons or person to 
inflict, in any one day, upon any male slave, for any crime 
or offence, or upon any ground or for any reason whatever, 
any number of stripes or lashes exceeding twenty-five in the 
whole, or to inflict upon any such male slave any punishment 
or correction by the whipping, scourging, or beating of his 
person, unless the person of such slave shall, at the time 
of such punishment or correction, be free from any lacera- 
tion occasioned by any former whipping, scourging, or 
beating, or to inflict upon any such male slave any 
punishment or correction by the whipping, scourging, or 
beating of his person, imtil twenty-four hours at the least 
shall have elapsed from the time of the commission of the 
offence for, or in respect of which any such punishment or 
correction may be so inflicted ^ or to inflict upon any such 
male slave any such punishment or correction as aforesaid, 
unless one person of free condition shall be present at, 
and witness the infliction of, such punishment, other than 
and besides the person by or by the authority of whom the 
same may be so inflicted ; and in case any person or persons 
shall inflict, in any one day upon any male slave, any num- 
ber of stripes or lashes exceeding twenty-five in the whole. 
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pr shall whip^ scourge, or bueat any sucb inale slave at itny 
time when there may be upon his person any laceration 
occasioned by any former whipping, scourging, or beating, 
or shall inflict upon any such male slave any such punish- 
ment or correction as aforesaid within twentyrfou^ hours 
next after th^ conmiission of the offence, for or i^ respect 
pf which the same may be sq inflicted, or without the 
presence and attendance during the whole of such punish^ 
ment of some person of free condition other than and be- 
sides the person by or by the authority of whom the same 
^lay be so inflicted, the person or persons so offei^ding, 
and each and every person who shall or naay direct, ^m- 
thorize^ instigs^te, procure, or be aiding, as^ist^ig, or abet^ 
ting, in any such illegal punishnient of any sucli male 
^ye^ shall be^ fmd be deenied to be, guilty of a misde- 
];^^anour, and being thereof convicted, shall suffer such 
pui^ishmeat as is hereinafter provided. Provided nevey- 
tfheles^ that nothing herein contained shall extend, or }ffi 
^9pnstrue4 to extend, to apy puuishments which may he 
^iflict^ upoin any ];nale slave, under or by virtue of any 
sentence or judgmei;xt of any pourt of cqmpetei](,t j[\Mis- 
^d^^ within tii^ $ai4 island. 

13. 

Anb it is hereby iM^l^ ordered, that henee&)rtli it 
i^hall not l^e lawful to correct or punish by flogging or 
wh^pj^, aiiy female sl^ve \yithin the isl^md oj^ Trinidad, 
£^ any offence cojjnmitted or alledged to be committed by 
^y su^h slave ; ar^ if any perspn or persons, within %hid 
a|id 'i^lap^ ^^^ ^Ogy whip, or ^prrect a;ny fe^paL^ slave, 
ydik ^ny whip? cat,, stick, or other such ^ke instruQient, 
the person or persons so offending, and, each and eyeiy 
gajaop vrhR A^ c«c 9iay (Jj«ect^ m^m^ in^tlfiaK P«<?r 
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cure^ or be ladings assisting, or abetting, in any such 
correction or punishment as aforesaid, of any such female 
slave, shall be and be deen^ed, adjudged, and taken to be 
guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof convicted, 
shall suffer such ptmisluaent as is hereinafter provided. 
And whereas, it is necessary that effectual means should 
be adopted for punishing such offences as may hereafter 
be cQimnitted by female slaves within the said island. Be 
it therefore, and it* is hereby ordered, that any female 
slave 3vho shall or may commit any offence within the said 
Islwd, which, by the laws in force there, was heretofore 
punished by flogging, shall, for such her offence, be sub- 
ject and liable to imprisonment, or to be confined in the 
^tocksji or to such other punishment or correction as 
may b$ necessary for the effe-ctual suppression of such 
offences, and as may be specially sanctioned, in and by 
any proclamation to be hereafter issued by the authority 
^nd in the name of bis Majesty, in the said island. And 
the Governor,, or acting-governor of the said island, shal]^ 
and is hereby autbori;zed to make and ordain such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary for preventing any 
e^Q^ss in 9UQk punishments^ or any abuse in the mode of 
inflicting the same. Provided that such rules and regu- 
lations be not in any wise repugnant to this present Order. 
And provided also that the ^amebe forthwith transmitted 
by such Governor ox acting-governor as aforesaid, for his 
Majesty's approbation y and that all such rules or regula-* 
tions shall cease to be binding or in force within the said 
islmd, unless Us M^esity's allowance thereof shallbe. sig- 
nified to such Governor o? acting-governor within two 
years next, afler the. datfe of awh rules and regulations. 
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14. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that there shall be 
kept upon every plantation and estate throughout the said 
island, a book to be called The Plantation Record Book, 
and that it shall be the duty of the owner, proprietor, 
manager, or other person, having the direction of, and the 
chief authority in, the said plantation, to enter and record 
in the said book,, at or immediately after the time of the 
infliction of any punishment whatsoever, on any female 
slaye, or on any male slave, who may be pimished with 
any number of stripes exceeding three, a statement of the 
nature and particulars of the offence for or in respect of 
which such punishment may be inflicted : and the time 
at which, and the place where, such offence was commit- 
ted; and the time at which, and .the place where such 
punishment was inflicted i and of the nature, extent, and 
particulars of the pimishment, and, in the cases of male 
slaves, of the nmnber of stripe^ actually inflicted upon the 
offender, together with the names of the persons by whom, 
and by the authority of whom, the punishment was inflic- 
ted ; and of the persons or person of free condition present, 
and attending at the infliction of every such punishment. 

15. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that if any person, be- 
ing the owner, proprietor, or manager, of any plantation 
or estate within the said island, or having the manage- 
ment thereof, or the chief authority therein, shall neglect 
or omit to make in the said Plantation Record Book, any 
entry which, according to the provisions of this present 
order, ought to be made therein, or shall not make such 
entry within two days next after the infliction of each and 



every punishment^ to which the same may I'ef ef ^ the per- 
son so offending shall incur and become subject and liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds, nor less 
than five pounds sterling, British money; to be recovered 
and applied in manner hereinafter mentioned. And if any 
person or persons shall wilfully or fraudulently make, or 
cause or procure to be made, any false entry or fraudulent 
erasure in any such Plantation Record Book, or shall wil- 
ftilly or fraudulently bium, destroy, cancel, or obliterate 
the name or any parts or part thereof, the person or per- , 
sons so offending shall be, and be deemed and taken to 
be, guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof convic- 
ted, shall suffer such punishment as is hereinafter provided. 

16. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that every owner, 
proprietor, or manager, or other person having the chief 
authority within each and every plantation or estate 
within the said island, shall, on the first Monday which 
shall happen next after the 5th day of April, the 24ttiday 
of June, the 29th day of September, and the 25th day of 
December, in each year, repair to the commandant for the 
time being of the quarter in which such plantation or 
estate may be situate, and then and there produce before 
him a precise and exact transcript of every entry, which 
during the quarter of a year next preceding may have 
been made in the Plantation Record Book, of his or her 
plantation or estate ; and shall also take and subscribe an 
oath, to be annexed to the said transcript in the following 
words, (that is to say), 

*^ I, A. B., the owner, or manager (as the case may be) 
of the plantation, called , in the quarter , in 

the island of Trinidad, do make oath and say, that the 
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pi^^r writing* hermom naamx^ ^mitabfl ft f^rfi^ ttd ^dcft 
copy of every entry which^ since the day of lasf, 
hath been made in the Pkiitatiott Reeord Book df the 
lMi»'e-mentioned jdantation. And I do further sweaar^ th^t 
the said Plantation Record Book bath been pnncttLally 
and accurately kept^ since the said day ^ m the 
manner by law required, and that no frauchkM: erasure 
or felse entry hath been made therein* by me, or by any 
person by my pN)ciu*ement, or with my knowledge or conr 
4Bent. So help me God/* 

And in case any such ownef or managed, as alfbresdd, 
shall not, since the time of matdng hisr hist pr^eding re- 
turn to the commandant of the quarter, have hifllct^d) or 
caused to be inflicted, any pimishment upon any female 
slave, on his plantation or estate, or any punishment on 
any male slave, exceeding three lashes, Aett', sdid iir every 
:fluch case, in lieu of tlie oath aforesaid^ such owiier or 
manager shall, at the several times aforesaid, taki^ atid 
subscribe before the commandant of Hie quarter In which 
4mich plantation may be situate, an c^th, in the following 
words, (that is to say), 

^ I^ A. R, do swear, that since Hhe day ol now 
liast past^ no punishment hath been iiiflit!ted by ihe, or by 
my order, or with my knowledge, upon any female slave 
belonging or attached to t&e plantation called situ-^ 

fite in the quarter of whereof I am manager. And 

^st no punishment hath since the sisdd day of . 
been inflicted upon any male slave, belonging or attached 
to the said plantation, exceeding three lashes. And I 
further swear that no entry of any such pimishments 
hath since the said dny of been made in the Plan- 
tation Record Book of tiie said Plantation. So help me 
«od." 
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17. 

Peovidbd always, and it is further ordered. That the' 
commandant of esK^h, and every quarter, within the 
ss^d island, shall, fourteen days at the least before the 
time of making the returns, transmit to the owner or 
manager of every plantation situate within his quarter, 
a printed blank form of the before-mentioned affidavits, 
together with a notice of the -time and place at which he 
will attend, for the purpose of receiving the returns, and 
administering the oaths aforesaid ; and the said comman- 
dant shall, and is hereby required to attend, from day to 
day, for three successive days, and no more, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid; and in case it shall be made to appear to 
such commandant, by the certificate of any medical prac- 
titioner, that any person or persons liable to make such 
return is or are, by reason of sickness, incapable of at- 
tending for that purpose, at the time and place so to be 
appointed as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, the 
said conmiandant shall, and he is hereby required to, at- 
tend the person or persons so incapacitated,, at his, her, 
or their place or places of abode, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the said returns, and taking such affidavits as 
aforesaid* 

18. 

And it is hereby ordered, that if any person or persons 
shall refuse or neglect to make any return, or to take and 
subscribe the oaths required by this present Order, the 
person or persons so oflFending shall incur, and become 
liable to the pajnnent of a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds, nor less than ten pounds, sterling British money; 
to be recovered and applied in manner after«mentioned. 

H 
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19. 

And it is hereby farther ordered, that the commaofbuit 
of each and every quarter in the said island shall, and he 
is hereby required to transmit to the protector aiMl guar- 
dian of alaves of the said island, at his office in the town 
of Port of Spain, the whole of the returns so to be made 
to him as aforesaid, together with the original affidavits 
thereunto annexed, within fourteen days next after such 
quarterly returns shall be complete. And in case any such 
commandant shall himself be the owner or mamiger of 
any plantation, he shall, tc^ether with the said returns, 
deliver to the said protector and guardian of slaves » traoh- 
script of the entries in his own plantation book for the 
last preceding quarter of a year, togeth^ with an affidavit 
to be by him sworn before the chief judge,, or some (me <^ 
the alcaldes in ordinary of the said island^ in the manner 
and form hereinbefore described, imder such and the like 
penalty as is hereinbefore mentioned^ in the case of other 
persons refusing or neglecting to make their returns or to 
take the befovementioned oaths« 

20. 

And it is hereby fmi:her ordered, that the said protector 
of slaves shall record and enrol in books, to be by him 
kept for that purpose, the whole of the returns so to be 
made to him, and shall keep and preserve in his office the 
originals of the said returns and affidavits;, and for the 
better and more convenient keeping of the said records, 
it is further ordered, that the said protector and guardian 
of slaves shall ke^ a distinct book for each quarter of the 
said island, and shall therein transcribe each of the ssud 
returns in alphabetical order, according tp the name by 



59 

vrtiich eaA plantation is described in every such return, 
and shall also make and keep full and exact indexes of 
sttch "books. 

21. 

And it is hereby ordered^ jthat upon the prosecution of 
any person, being the owner, proprietor, or manager of 
any {flantation, for infijicting or causing or procuring to 
be infiicted, on any slave or slaves, any pumshment here- 
by declared illegal, if the slave so alledged to have been 
illegally punished shall be produced in open court, and if 
the maiks or traces of recent flogging or laceration shaU 
appear on t^e person of such slave, and if such slave shall 
m open court declare such traces to be the consequences 
of any such unlawfid punishment or correction, and being 
duly examined by the said court shsdi make a particular. 
Consistent, and probable statement of all the circumstances 
attendant on such unlawful punishment, then, and in every 
midh case, although sucJi slave should not be a competent 
witness within the provisions of this present Order, the 
owner, proprietor, manager, or other person having the 
charge of such slave, shall be bound to prove either that 
the punishment^ of which the marks or traces may be so 
iapparent, was not^nflicted by him, or by his procurement, 
or with Ms knowledge or consent, or that such punish- 
ment was a lawful punishment within the meaning of this 
Order, and was inflicted in the presence of one such wit- 
ness of free condition as is required by this present Order; 
and in default of such proof, such owner, proprietor, ma- 
nager, or other person as aforesaid, shaH be <;onvicted 
afiid adjudged to be guilty of the offence imputed to him; 
and it is further ordered, that every such prosecution as 
aforesaid shaU be conducted by the protector and guardiaa 
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of slaves^ and that it shall not be lawful for bun to dis • 
contmue any such prosecution, except by virtue of an 
order in writing, to be for that purpose issued under his 
hand and seal by the Governor or acting-governor for the 
time being of the said island. 

22. 

And it is further ordered, that any persons being in a 
state of slavery, who may be desirous to intermarry, shall, 
at their election, apply either to the protector and guardian 
of slaves, or to the commandant of the quarter in which 
the woman may reside, for a marriage license, and as an 

ft 

authority to him to grant the same shall produce the 
consent in writing of their owner or owners, manager or 
Bianagers, to the celebration thereof j but in case the 
owner or manager of both or either of the said slaves shall 
refuse to consent to any such marriage, or to give such 
written permission for the celebration thereof as aforesaid, 
then and in every such case the said protector and guardian 
of slaves, or commandant, as the case may be, shall there- 
upon issue a summons, under his hand and seal, requiring 
the owner or manager of such slaves, or the persons or 
person under whose direction such slaves may be, to ap- 
pear before him, by themselves or their agents, at some con- 
venient time and place to be for that purpose appointed, 
such time being not more than fourteen days distant from 
the time when such application as aforesaid shall be re- 
ceived by such protector and guardian of slaves, or com- 
mandant, as aforesaid. And if such owner or manager, 
or other person as aforesaid, being duly cited, shall fail to 
appear before the said protector and guardian of slaves or 
commandant, or appearing, shall fail to lay before him 
good and sufficient proof that such proposed marriage would 



61 

be injuriouB to the well-being of the said slaves, then and 
in every such case the said protector and guardian of 
slaves or conimandant shall, without fee or reward, issue 
a license under his hand and seal, thereby authorising 
any clergyman of the Established Church of England and 
Ireland, or any minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or any 
{Hriest or curate professing the Roman Catholic religion, of 
any public teacher of religion within the said island^ 
canying on there no other profession, business, or occu- 
pation of profit, . to solemnize the marriage of the said 
slaves. And it shall and may be lawful for any such cler- 
gjnnaan, minister, priest, curate, or religious teacher, upoi^ 
receiving any such license, to solemnize any i^uch marriage 
as aforesaid, and the same, when so solemnized, shall to 
all intents and purposes be binding, vialid, aixd effectual in 
the law 5 and any person by whom any such marriage 
may be so solemnized, by virtue of any such license, shall 
within fourteen days next after the solemnization thereof^ 
under a penalty of not more than twenty poimds, and not 
less than five pounds sterling, transmit to the said protector 
of slaves a certificate of the solemnization of such mar- 
riage i^ and the said protector and guardian of slaves shall 
register in a book, to be by him kept for that purpose^ 

ft 

every marriage which may be so solenu^ized, with the 
date thereof, and the names, descriptions, and places of 
abode of the parties contracting, and of the person so- 
lenmizing every such marriage. Provided nevertheless, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend or be con- 
strued to extend to render any marriage between per- 
sons in a state of slavery valid or effectual which would 
be illegal or void if such -persons were of free condi- 
tion. 



62 



23. 

Anp it 16 fiiitiier ordered^ that it «faeU not he lawliil iA 
the ^EecutioB of any jiidgment^ senAenoe^ decree^ «r order 
of any tribunal^ of any court of juetiice wiHria die said 
Island, to seise or eeSl In aatisfaction diereof mny fdare 
luiFing a kuBband or wife, or a ddld under tlie age of 
sixteen years, or a reputed husband orivife, or child under 
the age aforesaid, who may he llie property of 1^ same 
perfiOBfi or p^aon, imless such biHA)and, and irife, and 
dnld, <^ reputed kusband, mUe, or chMd, riiall be sold 
together, and in one and the same lot^ and to the same per- 
flOBfi or person. And if in the execution of any such jodg- 
f&ent, ^sentence, decree, or order, any slave or slaves shall be 
sold s^arate or apart frmn any sudi hufdband, &c wife, or 
child, or reputed husband, or wtfe, or child as aforesaid, 
4ben and ha 'every such case sfucli sale and exeeutioti shall 
be, and the same is bereby decflared to foe, afbs^utely <ni& 
in the law to all Intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Akb wkereas, by the usage -Gif the said i^andof TtSni- 
dad, persons in a state of slavery bove hitherto been 
rq^uted competent ui the law, and have in fi»ct been per- 
mitted to acquire, hcAd, and enjoy property free from 4ihe 
contre^l or interference df their owners. And it is jcxpe* 
dient that the «aid laudable cui^m should be rieoogni:fied 
and established by law, andthatjHrovisioni^ovddbe made 
for enabling ^uch -slaves to invest mdh their property on 
good security. Be it therefore, aaadit is hereby ordeved 
and ^dared, theft no person m the island <rf IVinidad be- 
ing in a «tate of slavery shall be, or be deemed, or taben 
to be, by reason or on account of such his condition. 
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UMomiietaii to^ pu^hase^, ac^ttue, fosseisui, bold or &a^f^ 
^iMBttfce, or dispose of pnaperty ^ but every siacb slaine shall 
and i» iiereby declared W be competent to purckase^ 
aeq^e, possess^ ^hdd^ ®^Ioy> aUenate, aixd dispose of 
hskd» situate in the said island or mouey^ eattlie^ hn^e- 
mentifEoc utenisils of husbaiidFy or household fusmtu^e, &g 
other effects of sueli or the like mature, of what value or 
maount soever^ and to bcii^ maiBtain^ prosecute^ and 
de&ndaay suit or actio% ia aay court of jiuBtiee^ iot &t 
ia respect of axtj such property^ aa fuUy and am^ to aU 
ittteifttB aad purposes aa if he cmt Ae were of free coikdiK 
tion. 

21k 

An]> it is hereby farther iKdered^ that savings bafiks 
ahaU be estaUished within the sfod island;, for the better 
pveservmg the proper^ c^ any such slaves^ &aA that inters 
estj at and iifler the rate of five pounds per cent, per 
aanum^ shall be idlowed upon the aaaouiit of evevy wamcJ 
moaey which may be d^odtedinany such savings bam^ 
which interest shall be a charge upon the general 
if^enues of the said island. And any slaive mrifing any 
deposit of mcmey in any sueh savings bffiok^ shall be at 
HlMTty to make » declaration of the manner in whick, 
and the names of the person or perstmd to whom^ in the 
er^nt of his or her. death, theamomit of has conUibutiona 
to the said 8»dng& banks shall be paid, applied, and dis- 
posed of; and such declaration shall be rec<Mrded in a 
book to be kept for that purpose at the savings banks, 
where such deposit may be made, and upon the death of 
the slave making, such declaration, the same shall be 
&emed and taken to be the last will and testament of 
such slave, in the absence of any other laat will : and i» 
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cMe any such slave shall many after having made any 
such declaraticm, such marriage shall be, and be deemed 
and taken to be, a revocation in the law of such declara- 
tion ; and it is further ordered, that in case any slaves or 
slave in the said island shall die intestate, and without 
having made any such declaration as aforesaid, which may 
remain unrevoked at the time of his death, then, and in 
every such case, the property of such slave shall go, and 
be disposed of, to and in favour of such persons or pers<m 
as by virtue of the several acts of Parliament for the dis- 
tribution of intestates' estates, would, according to the law 
of England^ be entitled to any such property. 

26. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that the savings banks 
throughout the said island shall be under and subject to 
the control and inspection of the protector of ^slaves ; -and 
that the Governor or acting-governor for the^time being, 
for the said island, shall and is hereby authorized to ap- 
point such proper and necessary officers, and to naakesuch 
rules and regulations as may be best adapted for managing 
the business of the said banks, and for ensuring orderand 
punctuality therein, and for preventing any misapplica^ 
tion of the monies therein to be deposited, provided that 
such rules and regulations be not repugnant to this pre- 
sent Order, and that the same be forthwith transmitted for 
his Majestjr's approbation through one of his Majesty-a 
principal Secretaries of State. 

27- . ' . ' 

And it is hereby further ordered, that no deposit of 
money shall at any one time, or within any one week, be 
received at any of the said savings banks, £rom any slave^ 
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exceeding the fiim of twenty doUan in the wliole, unless 
«uch flbve, at the time of tendering any such deposit^ 9haU 
produce the consent in writing of his owner or manager 
to such deposit being made ; and in case any slave shall 
be desirous at any one time, or in any one week, to make 
any such deposit of money exceeding the sum of twenty 
dollars^ and the owner or manager of such slave shall 
refuse his consent to such deposit being made, then and in 
every suoh case, the protector and guardian of slaves, upon 
apj^ioation to him for that purpose made, shall issue a 
summons imder his hand and seal, requiring the owner 
or manager of such slave, or the persons under whose 
direction such slave may be, to appear before him, by 
themselves or their agents, at some convenient time and 
place to be for that purpose appointed; and if such 
owner or manager, or other person as aforesaid, being 
duly eited, shall fail to appear before the said protector 
of slaves, or appearing shall fail to lay before him good 
and suilcient cause why such deposit ought not to be 
made^ then and in every such case the said protector and 
guardistti of slaves shall issue an order under his hand and 
seal, requiring the manager of the savings bank to receive 
the aii|6uiit of such deposit, and the same shall be received 
by him %ccordiii({^y.' - 

28. 

Ajid it iff hcrdiy ftirther ordered, that no duly, tax, or 
hnpost, of any nature or kind whatsoever, and that no fee 
of office shall be hepeafter paid or payable within the said 
island, upon, for, or on account, or in respect of the ma« 
Rumission of any slave, or the enrolment or vegistratioa 
of any deed of manumissien, saving and exeepting a Ibe 
not cxoMdiiig twenty shlHings steittng British moA^ 
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which shall by the said protector and guardian of daires 
be paid to the registrar of deeds of the said island, for 
enrolling and registering every such deed of manumission, 
^nd which fee shall be repaid to such protector and guar- 
dian of slaves out of the public revenue of the said colony. 
And if any person within the said island shall hereafter 
take, demand, or receive, any such tax, duty, impost, or 
fee of office, save as aforesaid, the person so offending 
shall incur and become liable to the payment of a fine, 
not exceeding pounds, and not less than pounds, 
Bterlmg British money. 

29. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that in case any slave 
within the said island shall be desirous to purchase the 
freedom of himself or herself, or of his or her wife or hus- 
band, or child, or brother, or sister, or reputed wife or hus- 
band, or child, or brother, or sister, it diall and may be lawfid 
to and for any such slave so to purchase the freedom of him- 
self or herself, or of any such other person as aforesaid; and 
if the owner or proprietor of any such slave shall be imwil- 
ling to effect his or her manumission, or shall, by reason of 
any mortgage, settlement, lease, or other charge upon, or 
interest in, such slave being vested in any other person or 
persons, be unable to execute a valid and effectual manu- 
mission of any such slave, or if the owner or proprietor, 
or any other person having an interest in any such slave, 
fihall be a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, 
or if the real and true owner of any such slave shall be 
absent from the said island, or shall not be known, or if 
any suit or action shall be depending in any court of 
justice in the said island, wherein the title to the said 
jslave, or the right to his services shall xir may be in con- 
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troversy^ or if the owner of any such slave shall demand^ 
as the price of his or her freedom^ a greater sum of money 
than may be the fair and just value thereof, then^ and in 
each and every of the cases aforesaid^ the chief judge of 
the said island, on application made to him for that pur- 
pose made by the protector and guardian of slaves, shall 
issue a summons under his hand and seal, requiring the 
owner or numager of such slave, or the persons or person 
under whose direction such slave may be, to appear before 
him, by themselves or their agents, at some convenient 
time and place to be for that purpose appointed, and no- 
tice shall also be published by the said protector and 
guardian of slaves, in the public gazette of the said island, 
on three several days, of the time and place appointed 
for the purpose aforesaid, and in such notice all persons 
having, or claiming to have, any title or interest in or to 
the slave pr(qx)sed to be manumitted, either in their own 
right, or as the guardians, attornies, trustees, or executors 
of any other person, shall be required to attend and prefer 
such claims. 

30. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that at the time ap- 
pointed for any such meeting as aforesaid, the chief judge 
of the said island, in the presence of the protector and 
guardian of slaves, and also in the presence of the owner 
or manager of the slaves or slave proposed to be manu- 
mitted, or (upon proof being made to him, upon oath, of 
the due service and publication of such notice as afore- 
said, then, if necessary,) in the absence of such owner or 
manager, shall proceed to hear in a summary way, what 
may be alledged by the said protector and guardian of 
slaves, and by the owner or manager, or other persons 
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claiming imy intei^t in the islave propoced to be imau-* 
imttedi fend in case the parties^ or any of them, ahall 
rc^se to effect any such mamnnission, or if it shall mp- 
|>ear to th^ said chief judge that a valid and effectual 
manirniission of any stich slave cannot legally be ^ected 
by private contract, or if it shall be made to appear to 
the said chief ju^e, that the owner or proprietor of any 
such slavety or that any pers6n having a charge upon or 
interest in him or her, is a minor, or a mlvrted woman^ 
or idiot, or lunatic, or that the real and tijue owner of any 
such slave, t>r that any person having imy charge tipon, 
Or interest in him, or her, is absent from the said island. 
Or is uiddiown, or cannot be found, or tiliat any Buit or 
action is depending in any court of justice in the ludd 
island, wherein the title to the said slave or die right to faiik 
or her services is in controversy, or if it shall appear to tfa^ 
said chief judge, that any difference of opinion exists bt^ 
tween the protector and guardian of slaves of the sud 
island, and the owner or proprietor of any such dave 
respecting his or her price or value, then, aad in every 
such case, the said chief judge shall require the protector 
of slaves, and the owner, manager, or person having the 
direction of any such slave, each to nominate an appraiser 
of his or her value ; and the said chief judge shall himself 
nominate an umpire between sUch appraisers. And the 
said appraisers being first duly sworn before the said 
judge to make a fair and impartial appraisement^ shaU^ 
within seven days next after such their appmntment, 
make a joint valuation of the slave proposed to be ma- 
numitted, and shall certify such their valuation to the 
chief ]udge under their hands and seals. And. in ct»e 
such joint certificate shall not be delivered to the said 
chief judge within the ^id term of seven days, then the 



UmA vmflni Wng dtdjr sworn inniffiimr tfoMndd, AaiA, 
tritbiii tbe titud sl^eti ^dajTB^ certify Ub Taloafcidb, onder 
ha iiicwL «&d «ieai, 1» llie said clihsf judge, €m 
tletti to be tttAde in nuiimer aforesaid, eitiKr by tUe wiii 
jfiitft tafpraisen, w, fai their de&idt, by the said va^pim^ 
irhaH te Mndbig and conclusive, and lAiafl be 'entered ud 
enrb&ed tn ^ oUce of t^stry in the MdAislffid. 

An1> it is heriijy fuHlMr isordered^ that upon pvym^itt totiie 
trdaasurer of the said ii^nd of Ihe 4Kppr8d^ped vahie IMf any 
«uck slave as aforesaid, after deductovg therefin^m Hbt te>- 
pense Gf the Appraisement to be all^ti^d by Hie sa^ ddkF 
$u<^e, Hie said treasorer i^afaH |^ant to tte ^priotector dF 
iteYSis It t^celth^ fer th^ ^ffimney^^ lx> be 7ie^ by Una. 
And such tecmpt shaU be ^duly enrolled in t^e ^bffiee of 
t^Stsj in 43ie Said island, togetlier trifOi ^ dedaratMn 
under l^e hand and Sed 4^ ^ «aid chief judge, tfaaet thft 
^p9(»ce^ngs reqnired by law for tite mantfmksion ^ ^he 
dttveby or o^1^aIJf>(^4v4ioms«Msk^ftoney was pMid^lnii 
been duly had before him, and thereupon such slave slttil 
be and be deemed, taken, and reputed to be, free to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever. 

32. 

fsffD'^ititmflbist ordemd, tltait tiie naoneyto fnisefrmn 
^%^filiMnii^i«m of any «lave by vittue <jf liie^jfrooee^nga 
WkSli^ ihcMloned, fSiall i^d may be laid o»t imd invested 
'cti^rd^ ^tie tttf <9iei^$lry of the 4Mef judge, on the apidicsation 
^itay pei'son m persons interested therefai in tiie puvchaafe 
ct^iatf ^her skiv^ or slaves; or if no such appUcatiim 
•sh&n^ madi^ tiien such money shall remain in the haodi 
-of <M& ptiWte %f^dttMtr^^tte ifeli islwd,4art;lAtere(M;'«t wd 
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aCfter the rate of five pounds^ per centum per amuim, such 
interest to be borne by, and defrayed out of the rev'enues of 
the said colony, and the slave or slaves so to be purchased 
with the said money as aforesaid; or, in case of no such 
purchase being made, then the said money in the hands 
of the said public treasurer, and the interest from time to 
time accruing due thereupon, shaU be the property of the 
persons who were the proprietors of such manumitted 
slave or slaves, and shall be held, upon, under, and 
subject to, all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, 
conditions, mortgages, claims, and demands, of what 
nature or kind soever, as such slave or slaves was or were 
hdd upon, under, or subject unto^ at such the time of his, 
her, or their manumission ; and the said treasurer shall 
hold the said money, and the interest accruing thereupmi, 
subject to such order as the chief judge of the said colony 
may, upon a summary application of any person interested 
therein, see fit to niake, and such principal money and 
interest shall by the said treasurer be paid, applied, and 
disposed, of in pursuance of and obedience to any such 
iMrder. 

33. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that before the ma- 
numission of any slave by virtue of any private contract 
for that purpose, betwfe»en such slave and his owner, notice 
of fluch intended manumission «(hall, by the owner of «uch 
slave, be given in writing to the protector and guardian 
<tf slaves, who on behalf of the said slave, shall be bound 
to ascertain that such owner has good right and title in 
the law, and is competent to eiSect such manumission; 
and the ;said protector and guardian of slaves shall also, 
without fee of tewar^ prepare tihe proper deed ot mam^r 
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i^iisfiioD, &nd.the same ahall^ in all easesy be executed .in 
the presence of the said protector and guardian of slaves^ 
or of some proper witness, to be by him appointedfor that 
purpose, and being so executed, shall by slich protector 
and guardian of slaves be enrolled in the office of registry 
in the said island, within one calendar month next after 
the date and execution thereof. And in case any such 
deed shall not be left for enrolment at the said office of 
registry within the said period of one calendar month, 
the said protector of slaves shall incur and be liable to 
the payment of a fine not exceeding pounds, nor less 

than pounds, sterling English money. 

34. 

. And it is hereby ordered, that in case any such deed of 
manumission as aforesaid shall be executed voluntarily 
and without any valuable consideration passing to the 
owner or other person effecting such manumission, the 
slave or slaves so to be msmumitted shall, before the actual 
executionof any such deed, appear before the said pro- 
tector and guardian of slaves, or before the commandant 
of the quarter in which such slave may happen to be resi- 
dent ; and if it shall appear to the said protector and 
guardian of slaves, or to such commandant, as the case 
may be, that the slave about to be so gratuitously manu- 
mitted, is under the age of six years, or above the age of 
fifty years, or is labouring under any habitual disease or 
infirmity of mind or body, the owner or other person 
about to effect such manumission shall, at the tim^e of the 
execution of the deed of manumission, execute and deli- 
ver under his hand and seal a bond to his Majesty in the 
penal sum of two hundred pounds, with a condition 
thereunder written for the defeazance tihereof, if .the said 



72 

itiTe dudl be propsriy fbd^ dotlM^ and maintaai^ watik 
the age of fourteen years in the case ef infants^ of chiniif 
the teroQLirf^his or her natural Hfe^ in the ease of aifadts of 
theage of fifty years^ or labouring under any such sick- 
ness, disease, or faifirmity as aforesaid; and no iiueh. 
manumission shall be ^alid and cfl^tual in the law^or 
shafi be received for enrohnent at the office of registry, 
imtii sMch bond aa aforesaid be duly executed and regis- 
tered^ and d^iosited at the said office. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that eyery clergyman 
of the Established Church of England, and every minis- 
ter of the Kirb: of Scotland, and every priest or minister 
jMKiliessing the Roman Catholic religion, in the said island, 
and every other person being a pnhlic teaeher oi reUgion 
within tke said island, shall, and ia hereby authorisied t0 
transmit or deliver under his hand to the commandant of 
the quarter in which he may be resident, certificates set- 
ting forth the names or name and places or place of abode 
of any slaves cat slave, who> in the judgmuent and bdief ef 
ti^party so certifying, may be sufficiently inBtmeted in 
the principles of religion to undere^tand the nature aaad 
obligation of an oath* And the commandants of ttssseire- 
ral quartera in the said islsAa shall^ and are bcrdhji 
required to, transmit such certificates as afiaresaid, to the 
peotector and guardian of slavey who diall, andiakerdqr 
required to, register the seme in a book to. he kept by 
him for that purpose, therein stating the date «f every 
snek oertificatei and the name and place ef abode of the 
person by whom l^e same may be gmnted, and of eveey 
slave mentioned and included therein ; provided, nef«f« 
tkelessi^ that no priest, minister, or pttUie teacher ef 
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reBgiotij not being a clergyman of the Chutch of England,' 
or a minister of tlie Kirk of Scotland, shall be competent 
to grant any such certificate, as aforesaid, unless his 
Majesty's principal Secretary of State, having the depart- 
ment of the colonies, or the Governor or acting-governor 
for the time being of the said island of Trinidad, shall 
have granted to such priest, minister, or public teacher, a 
license in writing to act as an instructor of Slaves in the 
said island ; and unless sucli license shall be in force, and 
have been first registered at the office of the said protector 
of slaves. 

36. 

And it is fiirthet ordered, that no person shall hence- 
forth be rejected as a witness, or considered as incom- 
petent to give evidence in any court of civil or criminal 
Justice in the said island, by reason of his or her being in 
a state of slavery, if the person or persons producing or 
tendering him or her as a witness shaU produce and ex- 
hibit to the court a certificate under the hand of the said 
prbtector and guardian of slaves, that such proposed wit- 
ness is registered in the beforementioned book 5 and the 
protector of slaves ^atl, and he is hereby required to' 
grant, without iee or reward^ to any person making appli- 
cation for the same, a Certificate of the fact, whether any 
such proposed witness is or is not registered in the said 
boot; provided, neverriieless, that no person being in a 
state <rf slavery shall be admitted to ^ve evidence in any 
civil sidt or action in which his ot her owner is diifectiy' 
concerned, or in any case wh»e any white person may 
be charged with or prosecuted for any oHerict punishable' 
with death ; provided also, that nothing herebji cbntaiined 
shatfl extend or be coistmed to e!xtend, to render -any 

K 
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slave a competent witnesg in aDy case in which such slave 
would be incompetent to give evidence if he or she were 
of free condition. 

37. 

And it is hereby further (ordered, that the salary d the 
protector and guardian of slaves shall by him be taken 
and received in lieu and in full satisfaction of all fees^ 
perquisites of office^ advantages and emoluments whatso- 
ever; and that if the said protector and guardian of slaves 
shall take or receive directly or indirectly, any fee, per- 
quisite of o£Elce, advantage, or emolument, other than 
besides his said salary, for or in respect of any act, matter, 
or thing done or performed by him in the executuin of 
such his o£Elce, he shall incur and become liable to the 
payment of a fine equal to twice the amount of what he 
may so receive, and shall moreover become disqualified 
from holding such his office. 

38. 

. And it is hercfby further ordered, that the said protector 
and guarilian of slaves, shall on the first Monday next 
after the 25th day of December, and on the first.Monday 
next, after the 24th. day of June, in each year, deliver to 
the Grovemor or acting-governor for the time being of tiie 
said islani^ a report in writing, exhibiting an account of 
the manner in which the duties of such his office ,have 
been performed during the half year next preceding the 
date .of siiph his report; and especially stating the number 
of the actiomi^ suits, and prosecutions, in which he may 
have acteA as the protector of any slave or slaves, with 
the dates and effects of all the proceedings therein, and 
the pfoticulars of all the returns wbich by virtue of this 
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Order may have been made to him by the commandants 
of the seversd quarters within the said island; and the 
names of the persons^ if any^ against whom he may have 
instituted any criminal prosecutions^ under and by virtue 
of this Order^ together with a statement of the names of 
all slaves who may have been certified to him as being 
competent to give evidence in any court of justice, to- 
gether with the number of licenses which may by him 
have been granted for the marriage of any slaves, with the 
number of marriages appearing to have been solenmized 
in pursuance thereof, together with the amount of the 
sums of money deposited in any savings banks in the said 
island, together with a statement of the names of all the 
slaves maiiunitted under the authority of this present 
Order; and the Governor or acting-governor for the time 
being of the said colony, shall thereupon administer to 
the said protector of slaves an oath that such report con- 
tains a true and accurate statement of the several matters 
and things therein referred to : and when and so soon as 
the said protector of slaves shall have made 0|^h his half- 
yearly report, and shall in manner aforesaid have been 
sworn to the truth thereof, then, and not before, the said 
Governor or acting-governor shall issue to the said pro- 
tector and guardian of slaves a warrant upon the treasurer 
of the said island for the amount of his salary for the half 
year next preceding the date of such reportj and the said 
Governor shall, and he is hereby required, by the first 
convenient opportunity, to transmit such report as afore- 
said to his Majesty's principal Secretary of State having 
the department of the colonies. ^ 

39. 

And it is further ordered, that if the proteqtor and 
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guaidian of slaves or any coBE|Pira4R# oi any quarts m 
the said island^ or any f^r person, shaU wflfiiUy aad 
fraudulently make^ or cause or procure to be made^ any 
erasure or interlineation in any of the books^ records^ or 
returns hereinbefore required to be made^ or shall wilfuUy 
falsify any such bookfi^ records, or returns, or shall wil- 
fully make, or cause or procure to be made, any false 
entry in any such book, record, or return, or shall wilfully 
and fraudulently bum, cancel, or obliterate the same, or 
either of them, or any part thereof, the person or persons 
so offending shall be, and be deemed, adjudged, and taken 
to be guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof con- 
victed, shall suffer such punishment as is hereinafter 
directed. 

40. 

And it is further ordered, that any of the people called 
Quakers who may be resident in the said island, being 
required to take any of the oaths prescribed by this pre- 
semt Order, may, and they are hereby authorized to make 
their, his, or her solemn affirmation in lieu of such oaths; 
and that any person taking any oath, or, being a Quaker, 
making his solemn affirmation under or in pursuance of 
this Order, who shall be convicted of swearing or affirm- 
ing falsely, shall incur and suffer such punishment as by 
the law of the said island may be inlBlicted on any persons 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

41. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that any person who 
may be convicted of any act hereby declared to be mis- 
demeanor, shall, if of free condition, be and become liable 
to a fine not exceeding five hundred pounds, and not less 
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than fifty poimdBj Btarling'tlnglish money, or to imprison- 
ment for any time not exceeffing bix months nor less than 
one month, or both to fine and imprisonment^ at the dis- 
.eretion of the court by which any such person may be 
convicted; and in case any person shaU be so convicted 
of any cruelty to any slave, the said court shall, and is 
hereby authorized at their discretion to declare the right 
and interest of the person so convicted in and to any such 
slave to be absolutely forfeited to his Majesty } and aU 
such offences as aforesaid shall be heard, tried, and 
enquired of by and before the court for criminal prose- 
cutions in the said island, and all such pecuniary fines ai 
aforesaid, and all other pcjcuniary fines imposed by this 
Order, shall be recovered in the said court, and shall be 
paid and payable in equal moieties, one half to his Majesty, 
and the remaining half to any person or persons who may 
commence any suit or prosecution for the same. 

42. 

And be it further ordered, that if any person shall be 
twice convicted before any tribunal in the said island of 
inflicting upon any slave any cruel or unlawful punish- 
ment, the person so convicted shall, in addition to the 
penalties hereinbefore mentioned, be declared by the court 
before which such second conviction may take place, ab- 
solutely incapable in the law to be the owner or proprietor, 
or to act as the manager, overseer, or superintendent of 
any slaves or slave within the said island; and all and 
every the slaves or slave, of which, at the time of such 
.second conviction, any such person may be the owner or 
proprietor, shall thenceforth become, and be absolutely 
forfeited to and vested in his Majesty's, his heirs, and 
successors. 
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43. 

' Anb it is further ordered, that the Grovemor or actmg 
j^vemor of the said island shall, within one month next 
after this present Order shall be received by him, make 
known the same by proclamation throughout the said 
island ; and that the said Order shall be in force in one 
calendar month next after the date of such proclamation, 
and not before* 

And the right honorable Henry Earl Bathurst, one of 
his Majesty's principal Secretanes of State, having the 
deparibnent of the colonies, is to give the necessary di* 
rections herein. 
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